Sacrificing That Which is Loved 201031

From the beginning, God has tried to help us understand the idea of sacrifice in connection with our
worship of Him; and in particular our relationship with Him. God’s command about sacrifice was that we
give of our means, as we have been blessed — but offer something that was without blemish to show
respect and gratitude in our worship.

Consider that the only time in the Old Testament that God asked anyone to sacrifice something that
they truly loved was when He asked Abraham to sacrifice his son Isaac; but this was only a test of
Abraham’s faith. It was a prelude to the God-like type of loving sacrifice.

The true meaning of sacrifice comes from the other direction — from God. The sacrifice of His Son is
not an act of God’s worship of us, but of His love for us. Think of the passage in 1 John 4:10, reshaped
as: “Herein is sacrifice, not that we gave some of our possessions to God, but that He gave His
Unblemished and Beloved Son for us”.

In this communion we recognize also that Jesus (the sacrifice) loves who He was sacrificed for, and
he endured and overcame death on the cross to save us from our sins. In our worship of Him we show
our love to Him in response.
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