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The storyteller sometimes leveraged off the lessons from the Teacher.  He often presented a parable about a man who had two sons:

‘What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first and said, “Son, go and work today in the vineyard.”
‘“I will not,” he answered, but later he changed his mind and went.
‘Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, “I will, sir,” but he did not go.
‘Which of the two did what his father wanted?’
‘The first,’ they answered.
[bookmark: twosons]Jesus said to them, ‘Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God ahead of you.  For John came to you to show you the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you did not repent and believe him.1
										
The storyteller asked his audience to consider a slight variation of this parable.

There was a man who had three sons; and as they grew up he taught them the carpentry trade.  The father spent time with each one working to help them excel in their craft.  When they were all grown, he gave each one of them a project to complete, explaining to each one what was wanted.  
The first son built things as his father wanted only when he agreed with him that it should be done that way.  
The second son did not agree with the way that his father wanted it done at any point, but out of respect for and perhaps fear of his father he went ahead and did his father’s will anyway.  
Then the third son did exactly what his father asked for because he had learned the trade and believed that everything that had been specified was indeed the best.  

	Then the storyteller asked, “Consider, now, which son was most pleasing to his father?”

	He followed this question with some commentary on his version of the parable:  

“There are three basic types of people described here that we all are like at one time or another.  
The first son was different from his father and would not submit to his will.  
The second son was also different but for whatever reasons he did obey his father.  
But the third son had become like his father in spirit, agreeing with him and his plan, and thus obedience came very naturally.”  

[bookmark: JohnWay]The storyteller also commented that while God loves us when we respect him enough to do what he wants instead of what we want, it is His whole purpose to make us like Him.  This is why He replaced a law of ten commandments with a law of love.  He would like to see us make it on our own, not having to tell us every single move that we must make.  He wants us to change from within and become like Him.  He sent His own son to show us the way2 to be with Him.  If we want to see the Father, we must look to Him.  Christ is like His Heavenly Father in all spiritual things.  
[bookmark: imitators][bookmark: mindChrist][bookmark: willwritten]I agreed completely with what my friend was trying to teach.  This, then, is our example.  We must be imitators and followers of God3, having the mind of Christ His Son4.  We must have His will written on our hearts and minds5.  


1.	Matthew 21:28-32.
2.	John 14:6.
3.	Ephesians 5:1.
4.	Philippians 2:5.
5.	Hebrews 10:16.
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