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The storyteller travelled among the villages from Galilee to Judea, and listened carefully and thoughtfully to the stories of those who lived there.  Many of these stories exhibited their own version of local wisdom, which often proved very valuable to a much greater audience.  
Many villagers had their own garden plot and little vineyard that they loved to work and care for.  The storyteller related one of these stories as follows:

There was old man in the village who worked constantly in his garden.  With gnarled hands he stooped down and painstakingly transplanted and reorganized his flowers from dawn to dusk.  He never said much, and pretty well kept to himself.  He showed great purpose and planning in his efforts, but the layout of the garden was a puzzle to all of his neighbors.  Everyone knew how passionately he loved his special project.
[bookmark: flowers]He died during one winter, and in his last will and testament he requested that his ashes be scattered throughout his precious flower garden1.  When spring came, it could be seen that the first wave of blooms was arranged in the form of the name of the God of Creation.  
This attracted the interest of the neighbors, who waited for how the message might continue.  When the next set of flowers bloomed, they simply spelled the word “is”.  By this time others in the town began to come by in anticipation of what would come next.  In the next few weeks, flowers of all types, sizes, shapes, and colors began to appear.  Everyone tried to find the pattern in the blooms, but there appeared to be none.  
Finally the wisest people in the town realized that what the gardener had written was so complex that its meaning was simple.  God is the God of great beauty and variety, and this garden was a statement of love for Him.

The storyteller presented this story to other villages as he traveled along.  It helped him to express the power of God’s creation to provide evidence for His glory.


1.	See the article on Bible flowers in https://www.backyardgardenlover.com/flowers-in-the-bible/ by Serena Manickam, where she includes: 1) anemone, Matthew 6:28-30; Luke 12:27-28; 2) black cumin, 3) broom, 1 Kings 19:4-5, Job 30:4, Psalm 120:4, Jeremiah 17:6; 48:6; 4) caper, Ecclesiastes 12:5; 5) daffodil, Song of Solomon 2:1; Isaiah 35:1-2; 6) dill, Matthew 23:23; 7) henna, Song of Solomon 1:14 and 4:13; 8) hyssop, Exodus 12:22, Leviticus 14:4, 6, 49-52, Numbers 19:6, 18, 1 Kings 4:33, Psalm 51:7, John 19:29, Hebrews 9:19; 9) laurel, Psalm 37:35, Philippians 4:1, 1 Thessalonians 2:19, 2 Timothy 2:5, 2 Timothy 4:8, James 1:12; 10) mallow, Job 30:4; 11) mint. Matthew 23:23, Luke 11:42; 12) mustard, Matthew 13:31-32; 17:20, Mark 4:31-32, Luke 13:19; 17:6; 13) poppy, 1 Peter 1:24; 14) rue, Luke 11:42; 15) saffron, Song of Solomon 4:14; 
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