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The art teacher sometimes struggled to help her students learn about her favorite subject.  Amidst so many students who could barely hold a piece of charcoal or a carving utensil, there was occasionally one that stood apart and produced something truly outstanding.  
[bookmark: Bayo][bookmark: goldtemple]One day, as she presented a lesson on basic principles of drawing, she noticed one such special student creating a sort of masterpiece – not on the slates or papyrus provided, but on the worktable itself, driving the point of his tool into its surface1.  The teacher was amazed at its composition and execution.  But she was concerned about the appearance of damage to this important part of her classroom, and how others might judge it.  At least the artwork was not placed on some sacred item of worship2!
[bookmark: imageworship][bookmark: artisans]The teacher wondered if she should stop the student from his creative effort, but she realized that this was the same as shutting down that pursuit of creativity, which is something she was trying to promote in all of her students.  She decided to not block the student’s work, and speak to him later.  She was also concerned about some who thought that God’s prohibition of the creation of images was not confined just to those images that were used in worship other supposed gods3.  She knew that there were clearly “patterns” developed for the tabernacle and the temple that did not pervert God’s intent – the builders must have had meaningful drawings of what they were planning to build.  God actually encouraged the work of artisans4, as long as they did not miss the point!  The teacher knew that she must encourage the efforts of this student, even though others suppressed his spirit or claimed that what he was doing was wrong.
[bookmark: openeyes]Later she had more time to evaluate the work of the student, and was in awe of his ability as he presented a view of the crosses in the crucifixion event in such a way that brought her to tears.  She should see the glory of victory rather than defeat in his portrayal.  She showed the image to others, but not all could actually “see” what she saw5.  She thought that making a print from the image might be a way to share the message of the glory of the Creator, but it could not compare to the original.
[bookmark: golddust]The workbench itself had many defects from its history of activity by various types of artisans: metalworkers, workers in gems, and the painters and engravers that embellished the products made there.  There was a significant amount of residue from the metal flakes and dust6, and chips cut from precious stones.  As time went on, the carving became filled with these glittering specks such that it sparkled like a spiderweb in the light of the sun.
Sometime afterwards, while the teacher was straightening up her work area she came to a sudden stop when her eyes fell on this somewhat controversial artwork.  Upon seeing it as illuminated by the sun coming through a window it seemed alive, as she saw different views from different angels, as sometimes is seen in a butterfly’s wing.  It made her reflect on the glory God and His creation in its manifold greatness.  In her awe of it, she could see a wonderful representation of something, not an object to worship, but one to show appreciation and honor.  She came to realize that her work as a teacher was one way of worshipping the True God (and not His creation), and that she must teach her students to not use art to distort the truth or distract our attention from Him.


1.	This is based on an experience by my art teacher wife Soozie about a boy who drew a really great-looking dragon on the table at school.  He was so far ahead of other students, who were drawing stick figures, that she let it go.  She saw that he was quietly expressing himself in his work; finding his way, his character, and perhaps his soul.
2.	I am reminded of what people think is sacred, the temple or the gold in the temple; Matthew 23:17.
3.	Exodus 20:3-5; see also more about the intent in Leviticus 26:1.
4.	Craftsmen and artisans were employed for the building of the tabernacle (Exodus 28:5-6; 26:31; 28:6,11,15; 31:6; 35:26; 35:35; 36:8,35; 38:23; 39:3,8) and the temple (1 Chronicles 2:20; 4:14; 22:15; 2 Chronicles 2:7,13-14; 1 Kings 7:14).
5.	Matthew 13:15-16, Mark 8:17-19, and John 12:40; from Isaiah 6:9-10.
6.	An example of gold dust is when Moses pounded the golden calf into dust and made the Israelites drink it when they rebelled; see Deuteronomy 9:21.
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