Introduction: Creative Tactics (SSM3)
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Contributions from the artist, teacher, singer, sculptor, and storyteller
The God chose to create our universe because He is by nature a creator and delights in creativity1.  It is creativity with a purpose, and a mission2.  I have chosen to participate in that mission, not only by glorifying God’s name but by pursuing deep meditation on His word and finding ways of presenting it to those who will listen.  This involves a form of creativity as well, taking the word that we have heard, bounded by the Truth of God, and applying it to the circumstances of life3.  My closest associates (teachers, artists, sculptors, singers, and storytellers) and I create images, metaphors, and especially stories4 in aid of this mission.  We are made in the image of God and thus should have an impulse to create5,6.
The fact that God allows us this participation is an amazing part of His grace7!  God’s contact with each of us is a part of His infinite Spirit8, and it is clear from the descriptions of personalities from the Scriptures that He is pleased by our individual worshipful response to Him.  How we create Good around us9, for instance, is a reflection of our understanding of God.
The church should be a beehive of creativity10,11.  It should be spreading the Kingdom of God throughout the earth as though His original garden was taking over12.  Thus, we are all part of the mission to accomplish that end.
1.
“The God who chose to create our universe is one who delights in creativity.” The Great Partnership, Sacks, Jonathan, p.216. 
2.
“Whatever your theology of the Bible may be, God is always defined in terms of creativity. But the Creator has creativity with a purpose, with a mission.”  So Beautiful: Divine Design for Life and the Church; Sweet, Leonard; p.57.
3.
From a TED talk by Janet Echelman, “Most creative people aren’t good at just one thing, and experimenting and improvising in the face of adversity can turn challenges into new and exciting opportunities.”  Great TED Talks – Creativity, Tom May, p.36.
4.
From a TED talk by Andrew Stanton on “How to tell stories”, “Whatever your discipline, all creative work is ultimately about storytelling.”  Great TED Talks – Creativity, Tom May, p.159.
5.
“I think creativity is a very Christian thing.  I think if we are created in the image of God that means we’re going to have an impulse to create.” From Rich Mullins: An Arrow Pointing to Heaven, p.135.

6.
“God is constantly creating, in us, through us, with us,” she wrote, “and to co-create with God is our human calling.” (Preface by Sara Zarr) Walking on Water: Reflections on Faith and Art; L'Engle, Madeleine; p.xv.
7.
Heaven knows, none of us are truly worthy of being part of God’s creative “yes,” but all God ever asks of us is to be willing — and in our willingness, we are privileged to co-create. Little Sins Mean a Lot: Kicking Our Bad Habits Before They Kick Us; Scalia, Elizabeth, p.144.
8.
“The imagination, like all our faculties, has participated in the Fall.  But just as we can believe that God can take our reason (fallen as it is) and sanctify it and use if for his good purposes, so we believe he can sanctify the imagination and use it for his good purposes.”  By Richard J. Foster, Celebration of Discipline, quoted in Victim of Grace: When God’s Goodness Prevails; Gunn, Robin Jones; p.66.
9.
“We are created to be creators – of good.”  Renovation of the Heart, Dallas Willard, p.249.
10.
“One of my core convictions is that the church ought to be the most creative place on the planet.” Batterson, Mark, Whisper, p.121.
11.
“The church of Jesus should be bursting with creativity.” So Beautiful: Divine Design for Life and the Church; Sweet, Leonard; p.91.
12.
“… the garden [of Eden] was not designed to be a fixed location like an oasis in the middle of a desert. Instead, God’s intention for the garden was that it be spread over the entire earth so that all creation could be a fitting location for God to dwell in.” Unfashionable: Making a Difference in the World by Being Different; Tchividjian, Tullian, loc.836.
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Creativity Notes
God, the creator

1. The God who chose to create our universe is one who delights in creativity. The Great Partnership, Sacks, Jonathan, p.216 … 

2. Whatever your theology of the Bible may be, God is always defined in terms of creativity. But the Creator has creativity with a purpose, with a mission. Creativity without the thread of purpose unravels in chaos. Like the conductor in Fantasia, God is whirling and swirling creation into being. So Beautiful: Divine Design for Life and the Church; Sweet, Leonard; p.57 [we have a mission to continue to create, within the bounds of God’s truth, different images, metaphors, and stories to present the glory of God to others]

Create from love

1. I believe that the idea that the universe was created in love by the God of love who asks us to create in love is the noblest hypothesis ever to have lifted the human mind. The Great Partnership, Sacks, Jonathan, p.288

Man, created to be creators

1. Heaven knows, none of us are truly worthy of being part of God’s creative “yes,” but all God ever asks of us is to be willing — and in our willingness, we are privileged to co-create. Little Sins Mean a Lot: Kicking Our Bad Habits Before They Kick Us; Scalia, Elizabeth, p.144

2. I think creativity is a very Christian thing.  I think if we are created in the image of God that means we’re going to have an impulse to create. From Rich Mullins: An Arrow Pointing to Heaven, p.135

3. God is a creator, and he created us to be creators. Heaven, Randy Alcorn, loc.7375

4. In Heaven God will unleash our creativity, not confine it.  Heaven, Randy Alcorn, loc.7414

5. We are created to be creators – of good.  Renovation of the Heart, Dallas Willard, p.249  [freedom within certain limits (hsl)]
6. The imagination, like all our faculties, has participated in the Fall. But just as we can believe that God can take our reason (fallen as it is) and sanctify it and use if for his good purposes, so we believe he can sanctify the imagination [through the Spirit] and use it for his good purposes. - Richard J. Foster, Celebration of Discipline; Victim of Grace: When God’s Goodness Prevails; Gunn, Robin Jones; p.66
Creativity, mission

1. If I had to sum up one’s response to the gospel message, I would say it’s “paint or get off the ladder.” Jesus approached people exactly like that. He told them to pick up their brush and paint something. Out of the Saltshaker and Into the World: Evangelism as a Way of Life; Pippert, Rebecca Manley; p.80 [painting a story]

2. “God is constantly creating, in us, through us, with us,” she wrote, “and to co-create with God is our human calling.” (Preface by Sara Zarr) Walking on Water: Reflections on Faith and Art; L'Engle, Madeleine; p.xv

3. [How to tell stories (Andrew Stanton)] Whatever your discipline, all creative work is ultimately about storytelling.  Great TED Talks – Creativity, Tom May, p.159

4. [Break from the Norm (Janet Echelman)] Most creative people aren’t good at just one thing, and experimenting and improvising in the face of adversity can turn challenges into new and exciting opportunities.  Great TED Talks – Creativity, Tom May, p.36

The Church, creative

1. One of my core convictions is that the church ought to be the most creative place on the planet. Batterson, Mark, Whisper, p.121

2. The church of Jesus should be bursting with creativity. So Beautiful: Divine Design for Life and the Church; Sweet, Leonard; p.91
eschatology

1. As bearers of the image of God, Adam and Eve were to reflect God’s kingship over creation by ruling over all the earth (see Genesis 1:26–28). In other words, the garden was not designed to be a fixed location like an oasis in the middle of a desert. Instead, God’s intention for the garden was that it be spread over the entire earth so that all creation could be a fitting location for God [and His people] to dwell in. Unfashionable: Making a Difference in the World by Being Different; Tchividjian, Tullian, loc.836

God, the creator

3. Like the conductor in Fantasia, God is whirling and swirling creation into being. So Beautiful: Divine Design for Life and the Church; Sweet, Leonard; p.57

4. It is as if God was able to write his triumphal song directly onto the surface of creation itself. The Listening Life: Embracing Attentiveness in a World of Distraction, McHugh, Adam S.; p.119
5. God is the Great Creator – and He is the source of all Righteousness; I can see that these two things are connected [hsl] God: Creativity = Righteousness; note that in the debate Job had with his friends (and ultimately with God), God did not describe His Goodness but His Creativity – asking Job if he could understand it

6. The God who chose to create our universe is one who delights in creativity. The Great Partnership, Sacks, Jonathan, p.216 … 

Create from love

2. It is the nature of love to create, The Irrational Season (The Crosswicks Journals), L’Engle, Madeleine, p.6

3. God is the architect of creation, the engineer of love, and the master artisan who came up with the idea of the heart. Wholehearted Faith, Evans, Rachel Held; Chu, Jeff, p.56

4. I believe that the idea that the universe was created in love by the God of love who asks us to create in love is the noblest hypothesis ever to have lifted the human mind. The Great Partnership, Sacks, Jonathan, p.288

Creation: order or chaos

1. Love arises from nothing and creates as it goes. And without it, chaos is indeed come again. George, Elizabeth, Playing for the Ashes (Inspector Lynley Book 7), p. 640

2. Whatever your theology of the Bible may be, God is always defined in terms of creativity. But the Creator has creativity with a purpose, with a mission. Creativity without the thread of purpose unravels in chaos. Like the conductor in Fantasia, God is whirling and swirling creation into being. So Beautiful: Divine Design for Life and the Church; Sweet, Leonard; p.57

Man, created to be creators

7. Heaven knows, none of us are truly worthy of being part of God’s creative “yes,” but all God ever asks of us is to be willing — and in our willingness, we are privileged to co-create. Little Sins Mean a Lot: Kicking Our Bad Habits Before They Kick Us; Scalia, Elizabeth, p.144

8. I think creativity is a very Christian thing.  I think if we are created in the image of God that means we’re going to have an impulse to create. From Rich Mullins: An Arrow Pointing to Heaven, p.135

9. God is a creator, and he created us to be creators. Heaven, Randy Alcorn, loc.7375

10. We are created to be creators – of good.  Renovation of the Heart, Dallas Willard, p.249  [freedom within certain limits (hsl)]
11. The imagination, like all our faculties, has participated in the Fall. But just as we can believe that God can take our reason (fallen as it is) and sanctify it and use if for his good purposes, so we believe he can sanctify the imagination [through the Spirit] and use it for his good purposes. - Richard J. Foster, Celebration of Discipline; Victim of Grace: When God’s Goodness Prevails; Gunn, Robin Jones; p.66
Creativity, mission

5. If I had to sum up one’s response to the gospel message, I would say it’s “paint or get off the ladder.” Jesus approached people exactly like that. He told them to pick up their brush and paint something. Out of the Saltshaker and Into the World: Evangelism as a Way of Life; Pippert, Rebecca Manley; p.80

6. In Heaven God will unleash our creativity, not confine it.  Heaven, Randy Alcorn, loc.7414

7. “God is constantly creating, in us, through us, with us,” she wrote, “and to co-create with God is our human calling.” (Preface by Sara Zarr) Walking on Water: Reflections on Faith and Art; L'Engle, Madeleine; p.xv

8. [How to tell stories (Andrew Stanton)] Whatever your discipline, all creative work is ultimately about storytelling.  Great TED Talks – Creativity, Tom May, p.159

9. [Break from the Norm (Janet Echelman)] Most creative people aren’t good at just one thing, and experimenting and improvising in the face of adversity can turn challenges into new and exciting opportunities.  Great TED Talks – Creativity, Tom May, p.36

The Church, creative

3. One of my core convictions is that the church ought to be the most creative place on the planet. Batterson, Mark, Whisper, p.121

4. The church of Jesus should be bursting with creativity. So Beautiful: Divine Design for Life and the Church; Sweet, Leonard; p.91
resurrection

1. The Easter Mystery says that the true apocalyptic message is not “The end is near!” but “The beginning is always happening!” What the Mystics Know; Rohr, Richard; p.167

eschatology

2. As Paul concludes the letter, he summarizes his main point in a succinct way.  He brings together the themes of cross and new creation, and this is the rule by which the church of God enjoys peace and mercy (Galatians 6:14-16).  [“a new creation is everything”]  John Mark Hicks, Searching for the Pattern, p.118 [emphasis is on new creation – hsl]

3. As bearers of the image of God, Adam and Eve were to reflect God’s kingship over creation by ruling over all the earth (see Genesis 1:26–28). In other words, the garden was not designed to be a fixed location like an oasis in the middle of a desert. Instead, God’s intention for the garden was that it be spread over the entire earth so that all creation could be a fitting location for God [and His people] to dwell in. Unfashionable: Making a Difference in the World by Being Different; Tchividjian, Tullian, loc.836

general

1. Art is the product of stringing together small bits of work, day after day after day. The Common Rule, Justin Whitmel Earley, p.2709

2. The curse of technology does not lie in its capacity to multiply beauty but in its ruthless suppression of creativity. It is not what it does to things that matters, but what it does to people. The workers who pulled my plant pots off the assembly line probably felt nothing at all as they did so. But the man who made the teapot must have been proud and satisfied. The Fight: A Practical Handbook for Christian Living, John White, p.157

3. … to paint a picture or to write a story or to compose a song is an incarnational activity. Walking on Water: Reflections on Faith and Art; L'Engle, Madeleine; p.8 [creating characters]

misc

1. Contrary to popular embellishment, the Bible never describes the garden or creation as “perfect” (a concept borrowed more from Plato than the Bible). Rather, it describes the earth and everything in it as “good,”“very good,” and “blessed.” Wholehearted Faith, Evans, Rachel Held; Chu, Jeff, p.80

2. Patrick Henry is said to have been a great orator, and he was described as someone who would throw himself in at the beginning of a sentence and trust in God Almighty to get him out at the end. That’s creativity. Living in Christ's Presence: Final Words on Heaven and the Kingdom of God, Willard, Dallas, p.87

3. The chief enemy of creativity is ‘good’ sense.  Pablo Picasso

4. Are we happy to have God be the Creator, but scared to think of Him as being creative?  Do we like God being an engineer, but balk at His being an artist?  Does His being a logician comfort us, but His being a poet threaten us?  

5. It is written somewhere that ‘most people die with all of their songs still inside them.’  Theo of Golden, Allen Levi, p.343

6. In the midst of this spiritual desert, on the feast day of Saint Francis of Assisi, I stumbled upon a poem by Daniel Ladinsky drawn from the words of that eccentric saint: I think God might be a little prejudiced. For once He asked me to join Him on a walk through this world, and we gazed into every heart on this earth, and I noticed He lingered a bit longer before any face that was weeping, and before any eyes that were laughing. And sometimes when we passed a soul in worship, God too would kneel down. I have come to learn: God adores His creation. Wholehearted Faith, Evans, Rachel Held; Chu, Jeff, p.72

18?

5. [creativity] God is a creator, and he created us to be creators. Heaven, Randy Alcorn, loc.7375

6. [creativity, heaven] In Heaven God will unleash our creativity, not confine it.  Heaven, Randy Alcorn, loc.7414

7. [create] One of my core convictions is that the church ought to be the most creative place on the planet. Batterson, Mark, Whisper, p.121

8. [create] Love arises from nothing and creates as it goes. And without it, chaos is indeed come again. George, Elizabeth, Playing for the Ashes (Inspector Lynley Book 7), p. 640
9. Like the conductor in Fantasia, God is whirling and swirling creation into being. So Beautiful: Divine Design for Life and the Church; Sweet, Leonard; p.57
10. Whatever your theology of the Bible may be, God is always defined in terms of creativity. But the Creator has creativity with a purpose, with a mission. Creativity without the thread of purpose unravels in chaos. Like the conductor in Fantasia, God is whirling and swirling creation into being. So Beautiful: Divine Design for Life and the Church; Sweet, Leonard; p.57
11. The church of Jesus should be bursting with creativity. So Beautiful: Divine Design for Life and the Church; Sweet, Leonard; p.91
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4. [create] The Easter Mystery says that the true apocalyptic message is not “The end is near!” but “The beginning is always happening!” What the Mystics Know; Rohr, Richard; p.167

5. [create] As Paul concludes the letter, he summarizes his main point in a succinct way.  He brings together the themes of cross and new creation, and this is the rule by which the church of God enjoys peace and mercy (Galatians 6:14-16).  [“a new creation is everything”]  John Mark Hicks, Searching for the Pattern, p.118 [emphasis is on new creation – hsl]

6. [create] The God who chose to create our universe is one who delights in creativity. The Great Partnership, Sacks, Jonathan, p.216 … 
7. [Q] [create] I believe that the idea that the universe was created in love by the God of love who asks us to create in love is the noblest hypothesis ever to have lifted the human mind. The Great Partnership, Sacks, Jonathan, p.288

8. [create] [art] Art is the product of stringing together small bits of work, day after day after day. The Common Rule, Justin Whitmel Earley, p.2709

9. [create] The curse of technology does not lie in its capacity to multiply beauty but in its ruthless suppression of creativity. It is not what it does to things that matters, but what it does to people. The workers who pulled my plant pots off the assembly line probably felt nothing at all as they did so. But the man who made the teapot must have been proud and satisfied. The Fight: A Practical Handbook for Christian Living, John White, p.157

10. [create] As Paul concludes the letter, he summarizes his main point in a succinct way.  He brings together the themes of cross and new creation, and this is the rule by which the church of God enjoys peace and mercy (Galatians 6:14-16).  [“a new creation is everything”]  John Mark Hicks, Searching for the Pattern, p.118 [emphasis is on new creation – hsl]

11. [create] If I had to sum up one’s response to the gospel message, I would say it’s “paint or get off the ladder.” Jesus approached people exactly like that. He told them to pick up their brush and paint something. Out of the Saltshaker and Into the World: Evangelism as a Way of Life; Pippert, Rebecca Manley; p.80

12. [create] As bearers of the image of God, Adam and Eve were to reflect God’s kingship over creation by ruling over all the earth (see Genesis 1:26–28). In other words, the garden was not designed to be a fixed location like an oasis in the middle of a desert. Instead, God’s intention for the garden was that it be spread over the entire earth so that all creation could be a fitting location for God to dwell in. Unfashionable: Making a Difference in the World by Being Different; Tchividjian, Tullian, loc.836

13. [create] God is the Great Creator – and He is the source of all Righteousness; I can see that these two things are connected [hsl] God: Creativity = Righteousness; note that in the debate Job had with his friends (and ultimately with God), God did not describe His Goodness but His Creativity – asking Job if he could understand it
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7. [creativity] “God is constantly creating, in us, through us, with us,” she wrote, “and to co-create with God is our human calling.” (Preface by Sara Zarr) Walking on Water: Reflections on Faith and Art; L'Engle, Madeleine; p.xv

8. [creativity] … to paint a picture or to write a story or to compose a song is an incarnational activity. Walking on Water: Reflections on Faith and Art; L'Engle, Madeleine; p.8 [creating characters]

9. [creativity] [Break from the Norm (Janet Echelman)] Most creative people aren’t good at just one thing, and experimenting and improvising in the face of adversity can turn challenges into new and exciting opportunities.  Great TED Talks – Creativity, Tom May, p.36

10. [stories] [creative] [How to tell stories (Andrew Stanton)] Whatever your discipline, all creative work is ultimately about storytelling.  Great TED Talks – Creativity, Tom May, p.159
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11. God is the architect of creation, the engineer of love, and the master artisan who came up with the idea of the heart. Wholehearted Faith, Evans, Rachel Held; Chu, Jeff, p.56

12. [creativity] In the midst of this spiritual desert, on the feast day of Saint Francis of Assisi, I stumbled upon a poem by Daniel Ladinsky drawn from the words of that eccentric saint: I think God might be a little prejudiced. For once He asked me to join Him on a walk through this world, and we gazed into every heart on this earth, and I noticed He lingered a bit longer before any face that was weeping, and before any eyes that were laughing. And sometimes when we passed a soul in worship, God too would kneel down. I have come to learn: God adores His creation. Wholehearted Faith, Evans, Rachel Held; Chu, Jeff, p.72

13. [creativity] Contrary to popular embellishment, the Bible never describes the garden or creation as “perfect” (a concept borrowed more from Plato than the Bible). Rather, it describes the earth and everything in it as “good,”“very good,” and “blessed.” Wholehearted Faith, Evans, Rachel Held; Chu, Jeff, p.80

14. [creativity] Patrick Henry is said to have been a great orator, and he was described as someone who would throw himself in at the beginning of a sentence and trust in God Almighty to get him out at the end. That’s creativity. Living in Christ's Presence: Final Words on Heaven and the Kingdom of God, Willard, Dallas, p.87

15. [creativity] It is the nature of love to create, The Irrational Season (The Crosswicks Journals), L’Engle, Madeleine, p.6

16. [creativity] We are created to be creators – of good.  Renovation of the Heart, Dallas Willard, p.249  [freedom within certain limits (hsl)]
17. [creativity] Heaven knows, none of us are truly worthy of being part of God’s creative “yes,” but all God ever asks of us is to be willing — and in our willingness, we are privileged to co-create. Little Sins Mean a Lot: Kicking Our Bad Habits Before They Kick Us; Scalia, Elizabeth, p.144

18. [creativity] The ideal of improvisation is that you create something new, but within the musical boundaries that have been set. … You can stretch and push the boundaries, but your solo has to make sense within the piece. … This is why the best improvisers are also the best listeners. … … during a solo the other members of the band are listening, because they know that when their turn comes they can create something new, but it must be coherent with what has come before. It has to flow. … The big movements of the Scriptures are the chords and rhythms that drive us forward into our own faithful and inventive compositions. … Our improvisation flows from what we have heard, and with the Scriptures ringing in our ears, we move forward to create something new and stirring, a piece that is compelling to those who listen to us. The Listening Life: Embracing Attentiveness in a World of Distraction, McHugh, Adam S.; p.104 … It is as if God was able to write his triumphal song directly onto the surface of creation itself. The Listening Life: Embracing Attentiveness in a World of Distraction, McHugh, Adam S.; p.119
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19. [art] [creativity] The chief enemy of creativity is ‘good’ sense.  Pablo Picasso

20. [creative] Are we happy to have God be the Creator, but scared to think of Him as being creative?  Do we like God being an engineer, but balk at His being an artist?  Does His being a logician comfort us, but His being a poet threaten us?  

21. [creativity] I think creativity is a very Christian thing.  I think if we are created in the image of God that means we’re going to have an impulse to create. From Rich Mullins: An Arrow Pointing to Heaven, p.135

22. [creativity] The imagination, like all our faculties, has participated in the Fall. But just as we can believe that God can take our reason (fallen as it is) and sanctify it and use if for his good purposes, so we believe he can sanctify the imagination and use it for his good purposes. - Richard J. Foster, Celebration of Discipline; Victim of Grace: When God’s Goodness Prevails; Gunn, Robin Jones; p.66
25

23. [music]! [creativity]! It is written somewhere that ‘most people die with all of their songs still inside them.’  Theo of Golden, Allen Levi, p.343
_-​ - - 

Ray explained, “The word translated ‘carpenter’ in Matthew 13:55 and Mark 6:3 for how Joseph and Jesus made a living is the Greek word tektōn. It means ‘builder.’ The Rock, the Road, and the Rabbi, Gifford, Kathie Lee, p.41 … Jesus is the Tektōn, the Architect of all creation. The Rock, the Road, and the Rabbi, Gifford, Kathie Lee, p.42; Rabbi Jason // Jesus is the promised master craftsman and architect of creation who brings order out of chaos and shalom to our lives in this world and in the world to come! The Rock, the Road, and the Rabbi, Gifford, Kathie Lee, p.44; Rabbi Jason … Bringing light out of darkness and order out of chaos was one of God’s first actions as Creator. We are called to do the same - to bring order and shalom to the chaos of the world around us. The Rock, the Road, and the Rabbi, Gifford, Kathie Lee, p.45; Rabbi Jason

God is a creator, and he created us to be creators. Heaven, Randy Alcorn, loc.7375 // In Heaven God will unleash our creativity, not confine it.  Heaven, Randy Alcorn, loc.7414

One of my core convictions is that the church ought to be the most creative place on the planet. Batterson, Mark, Whisper, p.121 // The church of Jesus should be bursting with creativity. So Beautiful: Divine Design for Life and the Church; Sweet, Leonard; p.91
Love arises from nothing and creates as it goes. And without it, chaos is indeed come again. George, Elizabeth, Playing for the Ashes (Inspector Lynley Book 7), p. 640
I’m banking on the notion that God isn’t finished with any of us yet. I bet heaven can’t wait to see what sentences He’ll complete through each of us. Still, we need to start it, so He can complete it. Love Lives Here, Goff, Maria, p.94
Whatever your theology of the Bible may be, God is always defined in terms of creativity. But the Creator has creativity with a purpose, with a mission. Creativity without the thread of purpose unravels in chaos. Like the conductor in Fantasia, God is whirling and swirling creation into being. So Beautiful: Divine Design for Life and the Church; Sweet, Leonard; p.57
God loves new things.  James MacDonald, Change Me Now.  [look at all references to “new”]
Recall that one of the immediate Christian responses to the publication in 1859 of Charles Darwin’s Origin of Species was Charles Kingsley’s recognition that the Creator was no longer to be thought of as the originator of a ready-made world but as the giver of a creation ‘allowed to make itself.’  Faith, Science & Understanding, John Polkinghorne, p.111

Find the channel of creativity within your soul. I have made no one without it. Some have choked it with indifference; others have despised it in rebellion; others have ignored it in foolishness; others have twisted it in bitterness. But I stand ready to come to the assistance of any man or woman who sincerely endeavors to find this channel, to remove debris, to repair damage or straighten the course, and most of all to enter the flow. It is the flow of divine life. Dam it off by self-centeredness and it becomes a dead sea. Come Away My Beloved; Roberts, Frances J.; p. 235

The deep intelligibility of the world is made understandable for me by the theoretical insight that the universe is a creation and that we, to use an ancient but powerful way of speaking, are creatures made in the image of our Creator. Faith, Science & Understanding, John Polkinghorne, p.35-36

PDE: Interesting to think about “Boundless Love”.  We cannot love folks such that we run out of love.  We’re given finite amounts of time, but infinite amounts of love.  HSL: We create Love; is like the flow of living water, or the never-ending supply of oil

