Mission: Revealing the Glory of God to Others 					251116
 
[bookmark: truththroughSpirit]Our mission is primarily concerned with reaching the lost in opposition to the Great Adversary, and this includes working diligently to protect others and help them to see the great glory of God.  We must direct our weapons and experience to aid in this protection.  In our first years of pursuing the mission, we only had oral information to pass along, but it was enough to firmly establish the Kingdom (through the Spirit of God)1.
[bookmark: lightworld][bookmark: reflectglory][bookmark: cloak]God is the personification of Goodness, and our battle cry must announce that to the world.  His Presence is always with us in our every struggle.  We strive to enable people to see the Glory of God – lighting the way for others2.  We must reflect God’s glory3.  His Love can shield us and protect us much as a cloak can that wraps around us4.
[bookmark: NTWright][bookmark: spiritempowers]We have seen Jesus become the Christ, and look forward to the regeneration of heaven and earth5 as it relates to the Kingdom of Heaven (and God).  We who saw the resurrected Christ must help people to see God’s Glory (and hear His voice) in His plan and supreme power.  The Spirit residing in us empowers us to do that6.  
[bookmark: unbelief][bookmark: blind][bookmark: encourage]Many people have difficulty seeing the glory of God because of the weight of lingering personal sadness (through the loss of loved ones) or struggles in their lives.  They thus have difficulty in believing and worshipping Him7.  Satan uses pain and loss to blind the minds of people8.  Believers and unbelievers alike are susceptible to having God’s grace eclipsed.  Part of our mission is to encourage those who have such difficulty9.
We know that God “sent” or “gave” His Son to mankind to save as many as embraced Him in their hearts.  He did not order His Son as a Master would a slave, though, but as a team member on a critical mission.  It was a family mission to serve mankind, and Jesus came and gave His life for that cause.  Now that we are sons of God as well, we have the same mission.  We must think about our own responsibility to serve as we remember His Sacrifice.
[bookmark: fulfil]We want to show that Christ’s sacrifice can enable be able us to see and embrace God’s grace.  Once we grasp the magnitude of His glory, we will find fulfillment in being in His presence10.


1.	“All this I have spoken while still with you.  But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.”  John 14:25-26.
2.	“You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden.  Matthew 5:14.
3.	I present sort of a “light” sandwich in Paul’s letter to the 2 Corinthians: 
	a) “And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate [reflect] the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his image with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.” Corinthians 3:18.  
	b) “For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the face of Christ.”  2 Corinthians 4:6.  
	c)  “The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.” 2 Corinthians 4:4.
4.	Colossians 3:14 (put on love), 1 Thessalonians 5:8 (faith and love as a breastplate).
5.	Consider the analysis of N.T. Wright, Christian Origins and the Question of God, Volumes 1-3.
6.	See John 14:26.
7.	1 Timothy 1:13-14.
8.	“The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.”  2 Corinthians 4:4.
9.	Hebrews 10:24
10.	Psalm 27:4; “One thing I ask from the Lord, this only do I seek: that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze on the beauty of the Lord and to seek him in his temple.”
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