Introduction: Relationship Struggles (SSM3)
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Dealing with Adversaries
Jesus traveled through a world of several regions where he met various types of adversaries: Galilee (where He was rejected by the people of His hometown1), Judea (where He encountered stiff opposition by the Jewish leaders, especially around the temple2), Samaria (where there was no love lost between the Jews and the Samaritans3), and occasionally “Gentile” areas (where He was asked to leave4).  The area between Galilee and Judah (Samaria), was like a special test area on how to deal with adversaries (for example, James and John wanted to bring fire down upon them5).  
It was pretty difficult for the Samaritans, especially, as they were squeezed between two very conservative Jewish groups.  This was illustrated within the context of the story of the woman at the well6, where the main topic of the woman’s interest was her need to determine whether the right place to properly worship God was in Jerusalem or the capital of Samaria7.  
In my ministry I also had to contend with adversaries of different kinds.  Some were just confused unbelievers, but there were others that were violent opponents.  I learned to pray for the Spirit to guide me in how to deal with them – and I also prayed for God the Father to protect me from them.  We all need help in managing our relationships8.  We must remember also that God struggles with us all when we sin and works with mercy and grace to draw us to Him.
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John 4.
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