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Sharpening Tools and Planning Tactics
To better meet the needs of others in our mission, we sometimes have to reshape our tools to address the particular situations that we encounter.  That means that we probe deeper into the story of Christ and the Kingdom of God and let our meditations prepare us to help each one that we find in our path as we preach concerning The Way1.  After all, there is no experience that doesn’t contain a lesson or truth from God – we just have to look for it so we can “see” it.
The Spirit was promised to guide us in our understanding2, not just of God’s Word, but of the hearts of others so that we can gain insight that can enable us into finding a useful solution to problems.  We thus sharpen up the various stories that we tell of God’s grace, and not quench3 the guidance that is given us (or add things4 that divert us from the Truth).  We work them to offer images that resonate with peoples’ lives5 in their respective cultural situations.
We must prepare for upcoming battles6 so that we know how to deal with those that oppose our work.  We use and refine every tool7 that God provides us8; we are told what to take9 and how to act.  We refrain from causing damage with the armor and weapons that we are given by using them wisely9.

 Our worship of God empowers our efforts and our protection10.  It is not enough to know about the armor – we must put it on11 to see it work.  King David rejected the wrong kind of (physical) armor in his battle with Goliath, but carried his compelling worship to victory12.  With that spiritual armor, he was able to run to the battle line13 with confidence in spite of the apparent mis-match in size and strength.
Prayer is the key to the fullness of the armor of God14.  The power of the armor is from God, and not from our own strength15.  So we pray that when we speak the Spirit will give us the words we need17 to help us make known the beauty of the gospel.16 
1.
Acts 24:14.

2.
John 16:13.

3.
1 Thessalonians 5:19.
4.
Deuteronomy 12:32.
5.
“One reason for this is that the psalms are poetry, and poetry’s function is not to explain but to offer images and stories that resonate with our lives.” The Bible Jesus Read, Yancey, p. 113  
6.
1 Peter 3:15.
7.
“We will accomplish more warfare through worship than through every other means available to us.  Frankly we should probably use every tool God provides to us, but above all we are called to worship Him.  God fought Israel’s most important battles for them.”  God’s Eye View, Tommy Tenney, p. 198
8.
Ephesians 6:10-18.

9.
“He said to them, ‘But now if you have a purse, take it, and also a bag; and if you don’t have a sword, sell your cloak and buy one.’” Luke 22:36.
9.
“… you don’t always have to chop with the sword of truth.  You can point with it, too.”  Ann Lamott, Bird by Bird, audio book

10.
“… it is one thing for the wounded to feel the need for a hand of rescue; it is another for one to feel their own armor will never be pierced. For the latter, the weapons of God's warfare alone will suffice.” Ravi Zacharias. Beyond Opinion: Living the Faith We Defend (p. 329).  Also, “No weapon formed against me shall prosper (or prevail),” Isaiah 54:17,
11.
“God’s armor as described in Ephesians 6 doesn’t just fall on you; you’ve got to put it on.” Osteen, John, Power over the Enemy: Breaking Free from Spiritual Strongholds, p.92.  Also, “You will be able to stand when you are dressed for the battle.  The enemy recognizes clothes.”  Juanita Bynum, The Threshing Floor, p. 107.
12.
1 Samuel 17.

13.
1 Samuel 17:48.

14.
“After painting a picture of Christian as a soldier outfitted with the ‘full armor of God,’ Paul gives four direct commands to pray.” Prayer, Philip Yancey, p. 165.
15.
“We must not confide in the armor of God, but in the God of this armor, because all our weapons are only mighty through God.”  William Gurnall, The Christian in Complete Armor.
17.
See Matthew 10:20 and Mark 13:11.
16.
“Pray also for me, that whenever I speak, words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains.  Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as I should.”  Ephesians 6:19-20.
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There is no experience that doesn’t contain a lesson or truth from God – we just have to look for it so we can “see” it.  Hsl

Jesus was not a theologian.  He was a God who told stories. See Walking on Water, Madeleine L’Engle, p. 54

I see myself (as a writer) as a person making bricks, but not knowing how to put them together to make something useful.  So then I wonder why I am making bricks.

Reality is too rich to be taken in at a single glance; it must be viewed from many perspectives.  Faith, Science & Understanding, John Polkinghorne, p.13; 

Coming to know God; like working a jigsaw puzzle; is it better to work it or get it exactly right?  We must enjoy the process; when it is over, then we are done and we might post it on the wall; We cannot fit all of the pieces together to configure a complete picture of God … The person who hid their talent was being “safe”; but God showed that this is totally unacceptable; like the puzzle, we must risk working with the pieces even though we can’t always find the ones that fit together.  God wants us to work the puzzle; we don’t have to get the picture completed or exactly right; we may try to force them, but God overlooks that if we are in pursuit; Placing ideas together to see if it helps us understand
The variety of ways in which Jesus healed and taught others; like the spectrum or layers
1 Cor 12:12; the various parts of the body; assembling in different ways for different personalities

1 Peter 4:10; Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.

Robert Webber, a wonderfully influential and now deceased Wheaton professor, offers us an invitation: “So I invite you to read the Bible,” he said, “not for bits and pieces of dry information [pieces in a puzzle], but as the story of God’s embrace of the world told in poetic images and types.” The Blue Parakeet: Rethinking How You Read the Bible, McKnight, Scot, p.59
In opposition to this, many Christian communities view the stories and parables of the Bible as raw material to be translated into a single, understandable meaning rather than experienced as infinitely rich treasures that can speak to us in a plurality of ways. How (Not) to Speak of God, Rollins, Peter, p.17  
Our interpretations of the Bible must then be understood more as temporary shelters than eternal structures. We never finish reading the Bible but always find ourselves standing on its threshold, ready to read again. How (Not) to Speak of God, Rollins, Peter, p.64

“The psalms do not theologize,” writes Kathleen Norris in The Closer Walk; “One reason for this is that the psalms are poetry, and poetry’s function is not to explain but to offer images and stories that resonate with our lives.” The Bible Jesus Read, Yancey, p. 113  

Ephesians 4:29

Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.
Light

We carry the materials we need to start a fire; 

PDE: There is not enough darkness in the whole world to extinguish the light of a single candle.  Sign on desk of Tracy Smith Tabor at AEDC FCU 980823; 
the sword of light, or flaming sword; connect to second swordsman; 
Rom 2:19, if you are convinced that you are a guide for the blind, a light for those who are in the dark; 
[light] A good teacher is like a candle - it consumes itself to light the way for others [SSM] 
1. Even in darkness, light dawns for the upright.  Ps 112:4; SSM

2. Light, like the Word of God (Hebrews 4:12), is a double-edged sword that cuts both ways, shattering those who resist it but healing those who embrace it. On the Shoulders of Hobbits: The Road to Virtue with Tolkien and Lewis; Markos, Louis; p.169

3. Considering the valley we guide people through; as I proceed I realize that it is actually a maze of dark valleys; passing through; not necessarily straight; the branches and cross-valleys; darker as we go?  
The Smokescreen of Satan; dark cloud, confusing; confusion 
